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For in this hope, we were saved. But the hope that is seen is no hope at all.  
 Who hopes for what he already has.  Romans 8:24 

 

I need your prayers on the subject “An American Tragedy.”
©

 

As a nation we are living in a usually challenged time in history. Life appears 

flustered on every front these days. People in America are living on the social, 

emotional, and spiritual edge and battling the tug toward the brink. 

The coronavirus pandemic has been a tragedy for all of America. It has affected each 

of us personally and deeply. Which is why it can be easy to divert our eyes from the 

crisis within the crisis: What has been occurring in America’s nursing homes as a 

result of Covid-19. Church, we need to keep looking, we need to keep checking, we 

need to keep our government accountable. Why you will ask? As I, you read this 

sermon about 100,000 residents and workers in the U.S.A. long-term care facilities 

will have died due to coronavirus. It is a staggering number – in just nine months, 

more Americans have died in nursing homes from COVID-19 than were lost in the 

Vietnam and Korean wars combined, which together spanned more than 20 years. 

Church, the deaths are continuing throughout America. 

The pandemic has revealed fundamental flaws in how America takes care of its 

oldest and wisest citizens. For any good to come from this pandemic, we must use 

what we have learned to fix the system – not just for our parents and older loved 

ones, but for ourselves and our children, all of whom will need to choose someday 

how best to spend our final years. 

In times like these, hope is life’s indispensable and essential human possession. It 

provides inner resiliency against the slings and arrows of outrageous injustice and 

seemingly insurmountable misfortune. 

When one gets right down to it, hope is no less valuable today than it was during the 

days of Dr. King’s arduous journey toward social justice. Despite the ferociousness of 

his most bitter opponents, he remained steadfast in his fundamental hope for a 

better and brighter a day ultimately ushered in as an expression of God’s ultimately 

eternal love.  Dr. King’s vision and understanding of God is needed in bring hope 

and healing to America:  America needs a God of love, America needs a God of 

forgiveness, America needs a God of liberation and Justice.  A God of hope who is 

in our human history. 
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Dr. King’s prophetic proclamation despite the house bombs, J. Edgar Hoover’s 

accusations, black America back biting, fatigue from failed court justice, and 

unrelenting death threats was still…keep hope alive! Keep on, keeping on, with your 

faith in God. 

Wasn’t this the Pauline suggestion in the letter written to the Saints in Rome 

approximately A.D. 60? Times were challenging and turbulent then too. Rome 

exercised its brutal reign of oppression and injustice, false gods and emperors 

(Presidents) were worshipped one either serve, or was served with little middle 

ground, and the Church whose welcome had worn thin – was being severely 

persecuted. In fact, things were so severe and evil one couldn’t even say “Lord have 

Mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have Mercy.” All they could do was to moan. Our 

black history in America too has taught us and still is teaching us to moan our plight 

of injustice and systemic racism. The Apostle Paul counsel was plain and to the 

point: Whatever you do, don’t give up! It may seem that you are fighting a losing 

battle, it may seem that you are the only one grieving the state of human existence 

that all of your efforts are wasted, but it the truth were told, the whole of creation is 

moaning like a mother in labor. It is the likeness of God in you that is perennially 

restless and troubled over the trouble you see; so don’t throw in the towel. 

STILL...Keep hope alive because hope that is seen is not hope. For who hope for 

what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

One can understand why persons then and now would opt to live under the illusion 

of and throw their hands up in surrender to hopelessness. Paul says, don’t ever go 

there; don’t wave the white flag in the face of your frustration. Still keep hope alive 

because hope doesn’t have to be seen to exist. Just because you don’t see forward 

movement in the world does mean that it is not occurring. Paul says, hope that is 

seen is not hope. Rome may flex and exert its might, and Caesar may occupy the 

throne, the Church may stand at the threshold of diaspora, but what is seen does not 

reveal the whole story. Hope doesn’t rely and depend on Fox news reports or 

scientific acceptance It doesn’t hold its hat out to good fortune in search of 

permission to transform the landscape of our mental and emotional corridors. Hope 

is never defined or determined by circumstantial evidence. Hope will not allow itself 

to be held hostage or hijacked by the appearance of what’s happening. 

Rough-hewn social times have another reality, oppressive regimes don’t render the 

only record, the journal of injustice and oppression have another story line, that 

suggests that all is not as it seems. That’s hope for you and for ME! 

Hope has a way of hoping against hope. It senses light at the end of the tunnel in the 

absence of an even a flicker and hears music overhead even when its feet are 
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plowing plantations. Despite life’s contradictions, hope remains emphatic and 

moves as if “there’s a God somewhere.” 

Church, if you look out on life these days, there is little to hang your hope on. So 

much of what Martin, Medgar, and Malcolm died for has been repeated or is being 

appealed as we sit on the political sidelines wondering what downward dip destiny 

shall take next. Who would have thought that the affirmative action debate would 

have been reduced to a debate on diversity and reverse discrimination in lieu of the 

original justice question raised by recipients of centuries of oppression and systemic 

racism. Who would have thought that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. could be reduced to 

a speech title, romanticized, and recreated in the counterimage of neo-conservatives 

and white supremist who have the unapologetic audacity to use his quotes while 

dismantling the remaining vestiges of his legacy? If what we witness ought to be the 

measure of our hope, many of us would have thrown in the towel decades ago. Right 

rarely gets a majority vote. White-collar rascals and racist terrorists rarely get 

prosecuted, and Capitol Hill wheelers and dealers still bow down to the Benjamins 

and to Big Bullies who are liars, cheaters, and cowards. Despite this reality in 

America. Paul urges that we don’t stop hoping just because we don’t see something 

redemptive happening! Hope is designed to be in the absence of hopeful 

circumstances! You may not see any evidence of change coming down the pike and 

no sign of your ship coming in. I know life appears filtered and tilted because life’s 

tragedies seem more apparent than life’s triumphs, but the absence of hopeful signs 

can create the conditions that ripen a harvest of inner hope. Hope is despair’s best 

antidote!  

STILL….Keep hope alive because hope is designed to hold you over until. 

Paul put it this way, “if we hope for that which we do not see, we wait for 

it with patience.” The eschatological hope will happen, the lion will lay 

down with the lamb, and nations shall study war no more. The wicked 

shall cease from troubling, and weary souls shall find rest. But that day is 

not this day. That day shall appear, but this is the day of conflicts and tensions. 

This is the day of getting over as long as you can, on whomever you can for as 

long as you can. 

This is the day of pandemics, insurrections, deaths and destruction. People 

asked in Martin Luther King’s time how long will this day of injustice and 

suffering will last? How long will it take? When will justice come?  Dr. King said 

at the conclusion of the Selma to Montgomery march, “however difficult 

the moment, however frustrating the hour, it will not be long, because 

truth pressed to the earth will rise again. 
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Church, we must remember that ultimately the seasons and times by which winds of 

change shift are according to the Divine, not Doppler, design. Church let me tell 

you, misplaced hope can result in a miscarriage of hope. That why David of old 

declared, “my hope is in God”. He is my light and my salvation; whom shall, I 

fear? He alone is the strength of my life; whom shall I be afraid?” 

You may not be able to see the evidence of it right now, but God is at work behind 

the scenes. If you have to moan, moan knowing that God is busy staging life’s 

drama. 

Moan knowing that in all things God is working for the good of those who love him 

and are called according to his purpose.  Moan knowing that because God is, 

trouble won’t last always, and even troublemakers can’t make but so much trouble.  

Moan knowing that if the hounds of hell are on your track, God still control the 

roadways.  Moan knowing that if they crush you to the ground, we serve a God who 

is in the resurrection business! So, still keep hope alive. Beneath the weight of 

sickness, death, financial disaster, betrayal, and a host of personal uncertainties – 

hope, keep on hoping in God. You exclaim with job, no matter how hopeless the 

situation seems, “I’m going to wait on God until my change comes.” 

Still keep hope alive church, because God is our hope, our cosmic companion 

when we’re lonely, our north star compass when we have lost our way, and life’s 

never failing friend. My people still keep hope alive. In fact, don’t wait until the battle 

is over.  Shout it out now in the present moment, for you know in the end you will win 

the day!  Still…I said still, we must stand up and stand out, and shout out as a people 

in a loud voice, keep hope alive….Happy MLK Jr. Day! 
 

Fr. Charles Smith, SVD 

The Bowman-Francis Ministry Team 
 


